THE   BISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM"

was shut up with the Davenports in their cabinet and
admits that he could make nothing of it, but, of course,
it must be a conjuring trick. Then when he finds that
mediums who perceive that his mental attitude is
hopeless refuse to sit with him again, he sets that down
also as an evidence of their guilt. There is a certain
type of scientific mind which is quite astute within
its own subject and, outside it, is the most foolish and
illogical thing upon earth.

It was the misfortune of the Seybert Commission,
which we will now discuss, that it was entirely
composed of such people, with the exception of one
Spiritualist, a Mr. Hazard, who was co-opted by
them and who had little chance of influencing their
general atmosphere of obstruction. The circum-
stances in which the Commission was appointed were
these. A certain Henry Seybert, a citizen of Phila-
delphia, had left the sum of sixty thousand dollars
for the purpose of founding a Chair of Philosophy
at the University of Pennsylvania with the condition
that the said University should appoint a commis-
sion to ." make a thorough and impartial investiga-
tion of all systems of morals, religion, or philosophy
which assume to represent the truth, and particularly
of modern Spiritualism/' The personnel of the body
chosen is immaterial save that all were connected with
the University, with Dr. Pepper, the Provost of the
University as nominal chairman, Dr. Furness as acting
chairman, and Professor Fullerton as secretary. In
spite of the fact that the duty of the Commission was to
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